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We deeply respect this land
occupied by our parish facilities
and its traditional custodians
the Gayamagal and Canalgal people.
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Dear Friends,

PASTOR’S REPORT – 2020-2021
‘May the Body of Christ become more so!’

I begin this 2020-2021 Pastor’s Report with the challenging words of the late Fr
Pat Negri SSS, gifted liturgist and artist, who believed passionately in the Church’s
ability to endure and witness to the Presence of Christ as a believing Eucharistic
Community – our challenge at this time!.
After a very difficult year in 2020, little did we realise that 2021 would hold
more of the same, with ongoing challenges on the personal, family, Church, society and
world level, as we continue to grapple with the impact of COVID-19 on our lives and
our Parish Community where the constant uncertainty affects planning and pastoral care
Austin OSA
initiatives. Parents’ working from home has become the common experience of many Fr Dave
Parish Priest
families, some of whom are affected by genuine economic hardship with loss of
employment and income, in some cases business closure. Mental health issues are significant too, especially
as the pandemic continues to affect us all over a long period. Government restrictions on movement have
prevented individuals from traveling to visit family and to holiday destinations.
The uncertainty that pervaded the year and the constant adaptation needed influenced many areas and
activities, including RCIA and Alpha, the GIFT program, school social and liturgical celebrations, catechist
lessons, etc. Spaghetti nights and other gatherings had to be cancelled. Where possible, we sought creative
solutions and showed courage and flexibility. Now, I share some key thoughts on the past year:






Worship – The last minute cancellation of
public Masses at Christmas, due to a COVID 
outbreak on the Northern Beaches, was a
massive blow to us all, both in our ability to
gather to celebrate the Birth of Christ and to
welcome family during that period. Mass was
live-streamed, often the medium which
enables us to connect with each other in these
times. The Christmas lockdown, while
relatively brief, required the reconfiguration
of our churches and capacity limits.
At least, the end-of-year school liturgies and
graduation celebrations were able to be
celebrated though subject to government 
restrictions that affected the participation of
parents and families. In 2021, liturgies
replaced Opening Masses for our schools and
in general there have been very few school
Masses this year though the priests visited
classrooms early in the year on occasion and
celebrated a Mass or liturgy.
Thankfully, we celebrated Holy Week and
Easter Triduum ceremonies as the overall
situation appeared more positive. Though
restricted at times, Funerals and Marriages
could be celebrated with family and friends
present, important milestones in family,
community and parish life. We were fortunate
to be able to celebrate some Family Masses in
both churches, with enthusiastic response

from families.
Livestreamed Masses and Recorded
Homilies – Each time a lockdown occurs,
Sunday Mass is livestreamed with ministers
present and musicians also involved. This is
accessible on Facebook and You Tube. Since
July 2020, Sunday homilies have been
recorded when there is no livestreamed Mass.
At present, Weekday Mass on Thursday is
being screened via Zoom until our churches
reopen. We look forward to being able to
gather and to our lay members’ exercising
their liturgical ministries.
Sacramental Program – Amidst the
disruption of the year, children confirmed in
2019 completed First Reconciliation and First
Holy Communion later in 2020 than planned.
Bishop Anthony’s decision that Confirmation
would now take place in Year 3 and other
sacraments in Year 4 is welcome, given
children’s maturity as they grow in faith.
Parent Information Meetings were held early
in June 2021 and parent-led, Confirmation
Preparation groups met subsequently in
anticipation of ceremonies in mid-August
with the Bishop. These are being rescheduled,
hopefully in November with the Sacrament
being administered by the Augustinians of the
Parish.
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Schools and catechist program – Each
lockdown impacts on the schools with a shift
to home-based learning. Catechist classes in
the public schools are also cancelled. I
acknowledge the commitment and zeal of our
catechists in difficult times. Our Parish
School Communities have faced 2 years of
extraordinary challenge and disruption and we
thank our teachers and staff for their patience,
flexibility and professionalism in accepting an
increased workload. Parents too have been
most supportive in these stressful times.
Principals Michael Gallagher and Fran Taylor
have persevered throughout this unsettled
time. Both are moving on at the end of 2021
and we thank them for their capable leadership
during their years of faithful service to the
North Harbour Parish Community and the
wider Church.
Parish Youth Mass – A highlight of this year
was the introduction of a monthly Parish
Youth Mass at St Kieran’s Church on the
second Sunday at 6.00pm. This was arranged
in conjunction with staff and students from St
Augustine’s and Stella Maris Colleges.
Information was circulated to parish schools
and other schools in the area and celebrations
twice a term were well-supported. The June
lockdown has put this on hold but we hope to
resume in November.
Hospitals and aged care facilities –
Unfortunately, many Parish activities and
pastoral visits to aged care facilities, hospitals
and the housebound had to be curtailed, due to
strict health regulations. Masses were
celebrated very rarely in the aged care
facilities and residents were unable to receive
Holy Communion unless there was a serious
pastoral need. We were able to return to the 5
aged care facilities and celebrate Mass early
this year (often the first visit in 12 months),
but with the current lockdown, visits are
permitted only for patients officially regarded
as in ‘palliative care’ or in ‘end of life’
situations. Prayer cards, reflections and
messages from the parish and our school
children have been sent to those in care –
thank you to our children!
Adult Faith Formation – Every effort has
been made to continue Parish programs but
COVID and government restrictions have
made this particularly difficult this year. Early
on, Alpha was able to function in the Parish









Centre. Hopefully, RCIA will resume very
soon.
Social Justice – The 2021 Australian Bishops
Social Justice Statement – Cry of the Earth
Cry of the Poor – challenges us to respond
positively to caring for creation and looking
after the poor. PPC has initiated some Social
Justice action in relation to welcoming
refugees from Afghanistan. We are hopeful
that a stable Social Justice Group will be
formed in the near future.
Parish Pastoral Council – Our PPC stuck to
their task and continued to meet regularly to
advance the Parish Strategic Plan, including
detailed planning for establishment of a Parish
Liturgy Committee. Preliminary work has
been completed but formation of the group has
been delayed until there is more stability in the
liturgical calendar. Our thanks to Co-chairs
Steve Rush and Tim Wunder who have ably
led our Parish Council and we express
appreciation to retiring members, Paul
Goldsworthy (Secretary) and Catherine
O’Donnell.
Our sincere thanks to the Parish Finance
Committee for their advice and ready support,
particularly retiring Chair Paul Winter for his
years of willing service.
Parish Team - The Parish Team has worked
hard to advance the good of the Community
and ensure the safety of all. We have
endeavoured
to
contact
housebound
parishioners to check on their welfare. Please
let us know of any parishioners in need of a
call as it has not been possible to contact all.
We acknowledge the work of Vinnies
volunteers which continues amidst our
community’s present trials, and that of the
GIFT Team whose efforts have been seriously
curtailed as the year progressed. Thanks to the
Augustinians for their liturgical leadership
and pastoral concern – Associate Pastors Frs
Paul Maloney, Jepser Bermudez and John
Sullivan (now in Melbourne), Community
members Frs Senan Ward, Abel van der Veer,
Peter Jones and Tony Banks (now in Rome).
Parish Manager Jacky Worthington and Parish
Secretaries Jane Filacuridi and Anne Ross
ensure the smooth running of the Parish as do
our Ministry Coordinators – Janette Davidson
(Sacraments), Ursula Halloway (Catechists)
and Marianne Deveza (Music). Thanks to you
all!
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Staying in Touch - Our Parish Community
has also been able to stay in touch more
readily, through emailing of the weekly
newsletter to a wider parish audience,
including school families and those in the
sacramental program. If you are not receiving
Parish communications, please notify the
Parish Office of your email address or street
address for delivery of bulletins, etc.
We are acutely aware of the impact of the
pandemic on individuals and families, yet
Parish Community members have stayed in
touch and been supportive of each other
throughout. Mass attendance has fluctuated at

different times as many remain concerned
about the possibility of infection. The
emphasis on being vaccinated brings fresh
challenges and we look forward to our
churches reopening.
All are encouraged to be patient and
persevere, especially parents in attending
carefully to family life and to those in need.
This extended period of lockdown affects us
all and we need to nurture our inner self with
personal and family prayer, perhaps gathered
around the popular Parish Family Candle for
the livestreamed Masses, prayer at meals, or
one or more decades of the Rosary.

Thank you! – On behalf of the whole Parish Community, I express deep gratitude to you all for
your care for one another, for your prayers, patience, good humour.
Sincere thanks to all who have made themselves available for ministry and the work ‘behind the
scenes’ caring for our churches, and to those who give generously and support the Parish and the
Augustinians financially during this time. We should not underestimate the importance of affirming one
another and recognizing the remarkable resilience of our parishioners, and the positive spirit and amazing
joy among our children and families.
As we emerge from over 100 days of lock down, we move forward in hope. Our Church in
Australia is on a journey too as almost 300 participants reflect on our past, our present and our future at
the Plenary Council.
Our Community will never be the same again – perhaps an invitation to new
horizons as Parish and Church. I continue to find great comfort in the following words:
‘Buildings are closed, not the Church. We are the Church… and we remain open
October 2021

Thank you to Carmel and Bill
Riddington for their wonderful
care of our beautiful roses
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Parish Pastoral Council Report
The last twelve months have been extremely challenging for many of us and as a
parish has reduced our ability to attend the Mass, interact and be involved in many
of the usual group activities that help build and sustain our parish community.
While the parish team has done a great job of staying connected with emailed
bulletins and online broadcasting of the Mass, we look forward to being able to
gather again as a parish community.

Steve Rush
Co-Chair

As a parish council we have focused, amongst other things, on how to prepare for
this post COVID 19 environment, in terms of;
how we welcome our parishioners back to the church,
how we can better engage with the youth of the Parish, and
how we can provide greater support for Social Justice initiatives.

While many activities have been put on hold, we reintroduced the Youth Mass in
February with the great support of Simon Hyland, Nicky Chin and the students of St Augustine’s and
Stella Maris. The Masses so far have been very well attended and we have welcomed the feedback
received on what else we could add once restrictions are lifted
We have also kicked off a series of social justice evenings to promote awareness of the issues that exist
globally and locally and opportunities on how we may assist. The first session was held in June with Fr
Tony Banks discussing the social justice initiatives globally within the Augustinian communities.
Further sessions are planned once the lockdown is lifted including the plight of refugees and asylum
seekers and the challenges faced by some South Pacific communities. Following on from this we will be
forming a Social Justice Forum within the parish to raise awareness of local needs and explore ways of
providing practical assistance.
We take this opportunity to sincerely thank the parish team and the Augustinians, who have continued to
stay in touch with the parish community through phone calls, visits (when allowed), letters, prayer cards
and more recently the parish candle initiative.
I would also like to thank all the members of the PPC for their ongoing service, support and dedication
and acknowledge those members stepping down from the council, Paul Goldsworthy and Catherine
O’Donnell, for their invaluable contributions over many years.
Steve Rush (Co-Chair)
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Finance Report
2020-21 Budget

2020-21 Actual

2021-22 Budget

$

$

$

207,100

229,587

175,100

800

933

900

9,600

9123

9000

186,000

194224

50,500

Interest

3,960

4,022

2,550

Sundry

4,800

4,316

3,000

Rent

100,800

103,673

140,000

TOTAL PARISH
INCOME

513,060

545,878

381,050

Altar & Church Requisites

10,800

10,086

10,000

CWF Shortfall

10,000

-

600

1000

900

248,300

252,749

190,000

Insurance

33,000

34,258

35,000

Office Expenses

21,600

18,763

17,200

1,500

5,852

5,000

39,600

41,591

40,000

Telephone & Internet

6,000

6,260

4,000

Travelling-Car Expenses

7,200

6,221

6,000

21,600

19,348

18,000

400,200

396,128

326,100

INCOME
Collections
CCI Commission
Donations
Govt Subsidy – Covid

EXPENDITURE

Donations
Employment Expenses

Pastoral Programs
Repairs & Maintenance

Utilities
TOTAL EXPENSES
Other Expenses
Superannuation Shortfall
Surplus/Deficit for Year

6882
112,860

142,868

Cash at Bank

276,773

Cash on Deposit

665,575
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Parish Manager’s Report
Our Parish community has certainly shown its flexibility and resilience during the last
year. We have endured many variations on restrictions and disappointments such as not
being able to celebrate Christmas 2020 as a community and of course the extensive
lockdown from June 2021 onwards.
Our focus at the Parish has been to maintain communication and stay as connected as
possible and your willingness and enthusiasm for our Facebook pages, livestream
masses and email has made it all so much easier. We have also produced several short
Jacky Worthington videos throughout the year to keep you up to date and this year again we will produce a
video to go with this report. All of these are available on Facebook and YouTube.
Parish Manager
I would invite anyone who has not yet visited our Facebook pages or YouTube Channel to do so. The links
can be found at the bottom of this page.
The lockdowns and restrictions especially at Christmas and Easter have impacted the Parish’s financial
situation. This has been softened by JobKeeper last year and the NSW Covid 19 Business Grant and
JobSaver more recently. Thank you to parishioners who have continued to support the Parish either by
maintaining your planned giving, contributing directly to the bank account or dropping contributions to the
Parish office. It is also important to acknowledge that some parishioners are experiencing financial hardship
and have had to suspend their planned giving, we are thankful for all you have contributed.
Work has also continued in the area of Safeguarding. Over the next 12 months policies will be developed
by the Diocese and the Parish to implement the National Catholic Safeguarding Standards. All staff and
those volunteers in child related roles are now, in addition to having a Working With Children Check,
required to do safeguarding training. Volunteers play a vital role in our Parish and we very much
appreciate everyone’s willingness to comply with this additional requirement.
Whilst the Parish community has shown great flexibility and resilience, so has the Parish staff, everyone
has pitched in making pastoral care calls, delivering bulletins, cleaning, placing ticks on pews then taking
them off and putting them back on, basically, doing whatever is necessary. A thank you also to all our
wonderful Parish volunteers, it has been a frustrating year with plans changing at the last minute and
requests to do things differently but everyone has been so caring and helpful.
Who knows what the year ahead will bring but I am confident together we can meet any challenges that
come our way!
Jacky

Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/NorthHarbourCatholic
Facebook Group “The Vine”: https://www.facebook.com/groups/CathComNH
YouTube Channel: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCt8Dxm0ehFt-5r1ie9xOjLw
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AUGUSTINIAN FORMATION ASSOCIATION
(AFA) 2021-2022
The Augustinian Formation Association (AFA) exists to support and raise funds for the
training of Augustinian brothers and priests in the Australasian Province. It does this
through a range of activities and social functions. Other purposes of the group are to support
the Augustinians in prayer as well as to build up bonds of friendship among supporters of
the Order.
The AFA Committee Members are made up as follows and we always welcome new
members to join us:

Adriana Bowyer
AFA President

Spiritual Director - Fr Jepser Bermudez OSA
President - Adriana Bowyer
Treasurer - Maryanne Guy
Secretary - Honorine Jarkey
Members - Trudi McFadden, Rosemary McEwan, Michael Halloway, Carmen Miners, Sue Colwell, Kaye
Coates, Stella Baihn, Caroline Tessandier, Mary Hulme, Yvonne Rein, Anne Chang, Liz Lovell, Jenny
Mirabito and Kaylene Emery
On a chilly Sunday morning on 16 May AFA held its Annual Fun Walk Fundraiser at Manly Beach in Sydney
where we had around 20 people join in the walk from Queenscliff Lagoon to Shelley Beach. We welcomed Brs
Huy and Tu together with Fr Jepser Bermudez on the walk. It was a great morning and with the generosity and
support of AFA members and friends we were able to raise $4,200 which was fantastic.

AFA would like to thank all those who were able to walk and got their own sponsors and for everyone who
donated money or sponsored one of the students or a priest. We are incredibly grateful for all the support
and sponsorship the community is giving our Augustinian Seminarians.
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AFA extends their congratulations and best wishes to Fr Tuan Anh who was ordained to the Priesthood
on 22 May 2021 at St James Parish in Coorparoo. I was lucky enough to be able to travel up to Brisbane
together with Jacky Worthington to witness and celebrate this wonderful occasion.
Unfortunately, lockdown restrictions caused Br Huy’s Solemn Profession, which was scheduled to take
place on Sunday, 27 June 2021 to be postponed but we look forward to the day when we are all able to
come together and celebrate with Br Huy.
AFA’s Christmas in July Dinner planned for 24 July was again cancelled this year due to lockdown but
hopefully with restrictions and lockdown lifting we will be able to come together as a community for our
end of year dinner on 13 November.
Blessings to all and may God continue to keep us all safe and healthy.
Adriana Bowyer, AFA President 0402 099 746
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PASTORAL CARE to Elderly and Nursing Home Residents
Hello to all fellow parishioners out there in Covid
lockdown …….. again !
I began last year’s Pastoral care 2020 Annual report
with
“The year 2020 has certainly been topsy turvy”
and unfortunately—2021 has been that and worse
Members of our Catholic community who reside in
aged care facilities have again endured months of
isolation from their families; no loving hugs and
laughter with their grandchildren; anxiety around
the possibility of contracting this highly infectious
Covid Delta variant ; the sadness that accompanies
loneliness and uncertainty; and like the rest of us–
just plain old boredom and frustration .
2021 Covid lockdown meant that the most recent
celebration of the Mass and Eucharist in Nursing
Homes was back in May / June. Sunday visits with
Holy Communion by our generous Pastoral Carers
were also cancelled.
However, we have all learnt to improvise and reach
out in new and innovative ways to stay connected. In
early August after we all realized lockdown was
going to be around for longer than first
anticipated—Fr Dave compiled a most thoughtful &
supportive Pastoral Care letter to accompany ” a
Gift of Prayer “ for the seventy five catholic
residents in the following local nursing homes—BUPA Seaforth; ESTIA Manly Vale; ALEXANDER
Brookvale; ALLAMBIE VILLAGE and HARDI AGED CARE Manly Vale.
Included in the ‘gift of prayer’ was a reflection taken from “Finding Your Hidden Treasure” by Benignun
O’Rourke and Saint Mary MacKillop and Pope Francis prayer cards. We received encouraging feedback
saying residents were most appreciative and the gifts bought warmth and a smile to their day .
Another ‘reaching out’ initiative came from the students at St Cecilia’s school—on the first day of Spring
we delivered a number or hand written and beautifully illustrated letters from the children—which certainly
brought a smile to my face when I read through them—and I can imagine there would be quite a few
‘artworks’ now hanging on the walls of residents rooms.
May we keep the elderly and vulnerable in our prayers ; and as a Christ centred community allow the Holy
Spirit to move each of us to reach out with hope in our hearts, loving care & concern
Jane Filacuridi

Care Homes in North Harbour Parish






Alexander in Brookvale
Allambie Heights Nursing Home
ESTIA, King St, Manly Vale
HARDI, Condamine St, Manly Vale
BUPA, Seaforth

Mass and Anointing once a month
Mass and Anointing every 3 months
Mass and Anointing every 3 months
Mass and Anointing once a month
Mass and Anointing once a month
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St Cecilia’s Primary School, Balgowlah
The 2020/2021 school year has been like no other.
Disruption to the academic life of the school in 2020 was quickly overcome after 6 weeks
of home schooling, despite strict, return to school, health orders. Teachers were able to
focus their teaching once the students returned and no deficits in academic progress were
recorded.
Unfortunately restoring the religious life of the school was more complex. With the
number of people allowed in St Cecilia’s church restricted to 80 it was not possible to hold
whole school liturgies. Also, with health orders not allowing visitors it meant that the
children could not attend the Wednesday morning mass. Confirmation in 2020 was cancelled and pushed back
a year to 2021.
Whilst school restrictions were eased toward the end of 2020, the number of
people accessing the church did not change. We needed to be creative in the way
we brought the parish to the children.
Fr Paul graciously held mass in classrooms with small cohorts of children and
would visit each class as often as he could to keep the school parish connection
alive and well.
To include the entire school in the celebration of St Cecilia’s Feast Day,
graduation and end of year liturgical celebrations, representatives from each class attended mass in the church
whilst mass was zoomed to the rest of the school. At the beginning of the 2021 school year, it was obvious, we
still could not have a whole school mass. It was time to move mass outside. To celebrate 200 years of Catholic
Education in Australia the entire school sat outside under the shade cloth in the drizzling rain whilst Fr Jepser
presided. It was a beautiful experience and one I am sure the children will remember.
As the year has progressed and we are again in lockdown. Fr Dave checks in with us each week. We are so
blessed to have the Augustinian Priests minister our parish. They have proven the ability to pivot and minister
the wider parish community in whatever way is needed.
Fran Taylor, Principal
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St Kieran’s Primary School, Manly Vale
Over the past eighteen months, St Kieran’s has been on the rollercoaster ride of COVID19, as we have navigated through territory never explored in our lifetime. From the
outbreak in March last year and the sudden shift to home-based learning for around 6
weeks, we now find ourselves having completed another term of learning at home, but
with an end in sight. The impact on our school and parish community will be long lasting.
However, out of the challenges and many difficult situations, new opportunities will arise.
The first semester of 2021 was relatively normal in the life of the school. Restrictions
meant that we were unable to begin the year with the usual celebrations such as the
Welcoming Mass and the many Kindergarten family members who mark the special
occasion by being at school for the first day. As the year progressed, many restrictions
were eased, allowing parents back into the school and allowing the school to recommence Parish Family Masses,
which are so crucial in building and maintaining the strong connection between school and parish. With Fr John
Sullivan in Melbourne, Fr Jepser visited the school regularly, talking and praying with classes. Year 3 were all set
with preparing for their Sacrament of Confirmation when we all went back into lockdown.
The challenges of home-based learning have been profound for our families and teachers. Parents and children
coped in the best way they could, and teachers once again moved to teaching remotely, a style of teaching that no
one had ever thought they would undertake in their career. The disconnect between school and home soon became
evident through students finding learning at home more and more challenging. The school reached out regularly to
families with phone calls from the teachers, merit awards being posted home each week and a phone call from the
school on the day of a student’s birthday. The pastoral care from the teachers to their students shone throughout
the term and kept the connection alive during the time of distance.
The students were also encouraged to reach out to each other and to those more isolated within our community.
Teachers encouraged their pupils to write letters to parishioners and to residents of aged-care homes. Children
also wrote to Kevin Malone, whom they greatly admire and who I know also missed them!
We wait eagerly for the return of our students and their families and to a normal way of life very soon. We will
need to draw on the strength of our parish/school community to face the challenges that lie ahead but to do so
knowing that we have the spiritual guidance of our Augustinian community, the wisdom of the Parish Pastoral
Council and the Holy Spirit working through the members of our school and parish.
This year I complete my time as principal of St Kieran’s. I would like to thank Fr Dave and Fr
Paul with whom I have worked with closely as parish priests in my time. I thank the PPC for
their leadership and support of the school over the years and I wish the parish strength and
resilience over the next few years as we move towards a safe and spirit-filled future.
Michael Gallagher, Principal

St Kieran’s Manly Vale
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In March this year, we were very excited to dust off the aprons and return to the Parish
kitchen to cook up some lovely meals for those in need.
Seven cook-offs were held between March and June, before the Sydney lockdown was
announced at the end of June.
Groups of parents from St Cecilia’s and St Kieran’s and a group of Year 9 girls from Stella
Maris cooked large batches of Bolognaise, Chilli Con Carne and Minestrone in 2 x 40 litre
pots. Each cook-off results in 80-100 takeaway containers of lovely fresh food which is
then frozen in the GIFT freezer and collected by the Link Community Food Care Program.
Evelyn Paterson
GIFT Co-ordinator These meals are provided free to the people on the Northern Beaches who are struggling to
put food on their tables.
Thank you to all our wonderful cooking teams from St Cecilia’s, St Kieran’s and Stella
Maris for giving their time to assist our marginalised neighbours on the Northern Beaches.
The Link Community Food Care Program is very appreciative of the blessings and efforts
of everyone involved in the GIFT Program and the ongoing support from North Harbour
Parish.
The GIFT Program provides a wonderful channel for the local schools and parish
community to be GIVING IN FAITH TOGETHER—we look forward to returning to the
Parish kitchen when life returns to some normality.
Evelyn Paterson

Catholic Community of North Harbour—Annual Report 2020-2021

16

ALPHA ANNUAL REPORT
The Alpha Team was excited to launch this year’s Alpha Program in February. We
started with a team of 15 but Covid19 restrictions caused us to limit the number to
seven team members with an expected 6 guests. This actually grew to 9 team
members and 8 guests when the program commenced, which we were very pleased
about. One of the guests enjoyed the launch so much she brought a friend. We held
the sessions in the evening and offered a light supper. All sponsored by our wonderful
volunteers. We had to be mindful of keeping the NSW Government guidelines which
meant a maximum of 20 participants were allowed in the Parish Centre.
Running this Alpha Program was very different in other ways. We could not mingle with our guests in the
foyer and offer them a glass of wine, or tea or coffee. We had to show each one to their seat and have
designated “hospitality staff” serve individual plates while wearing masks and gloves. Seating at the tables
had to be spaced out to allow the 1.5m distance so we had two tables joined together for each group with a
maximum of 6 at a table.
Nevertheless, the sessions were very well received by our guests and there was plenty of discussions. Some
nights it was as though they didn’t want to leave which is a rewarding feeling for the Alpha Team of
volunteers.
Father Paul is our Alpha spiritual guide and we were blessed to have him and sometimes Father Dave join us
for our sessions. When it came to planning The Alpha Weekend Away, Fr Paul secured us one of the
Augustinian Student Houses for our Alpha weekend away. Obviously due to restriction we could not go
away overnight this year but were able to meet at the home, (thanks Fr Percival) and gather, share lunch,
share stories, worship and pray that the Holy Spirit might be invited into our hearts. There was a real sense
the Holy Spirit was among us which made it wonderful day for everyone.
The next day we invited our guests to Mass at St Kieran’s and continued with another session of the
program. Our Parish community welcomed the Alpha group and all guests commented on how special they
felt.
The Alpha team worked closely with Janette Davidson and Fr Dave to support the Sacramental Program
available for children and adults where participants are introduced to Christ and the Parish Community. Two
of the Alpha participants for this term have signed up to complete the RCIA program when restrictions are
lifted.
Our next 10 week Alpha Program was planned to commence in early September but due to lockdowns and
restriction we have had to put it on hold (like so many other gatherings) and intend to come back bigger and
brighter when we are able to early next year.
In the meantime, we ask you to start a conversation with your friends, neighbours, and family to Try Alpha
as a way out of our current isolation because we would love to welcome you to our Alpha Launch in 2022.
Continue your conversation each day with Christ and include our Alpha Program in your prayers. May God
Bless you all. Lea Joris, Alpha Co-ordinator
Alpha Weekend Away
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Friends of St Augustine
One of the joys of being part of an Augustinian Parish is that parishioners are frequently
nourished spiritually with a selection of thoughts drawn from the rich heritage left behind by
St Augustine of Hippo (354-430), one the Fathers of the Church. Along with St Paul, St
Augustine’s works were quoted more often in the documents of the 2nd Vatican Council
than those of any other saint, bearing witness both to the currency of his thoughts and the
enduring legacy he bestowed upon the Church.
Whilst we only managed to meet twice in the last year, I am hopeful things will get back to something like
normality in the coming year. Our gatherings are always advertised in the Parish bulletin and new members,
or those just wanting to come along and meet with others and benefit from Augustine’s nourishing
spirituality, are always welcome.
For more information please email Jacky Worthington gjworth@tpg.com.au or visit our Facebook page at
https://www.facebook.com/FOSAAu
Friends look forward to:
Gatherings
Throughout the year groups gather providing an opportunity to learn, share and socialise. Our Formation Coordinator researches and provides resources to guide each group.
AMICI
A newsletter and Facebook page bring members up to date with local activities and developments within the
movement as well as news from International Augustinian Laity.
Prayer Resource Guide
Amici includes a Prayer Resource by our Chaplain, Paul Maloney OSA providing nourishment for one’s
prayer life with ideas to reflect upon.
For more information please email Jacky Worthington gjworth@tpg.com.au.
“We would teach and learn from each other, sadly missing any who were absent and blithely welcoming them when
they returned. Such signs of friendship sprang from the hearts of friends who love and knew their love returned, signs
to be read in smiles, words, glances and a thousand gracious gestures. So were sparks kindled and our minds were
fused inseparably, out of many becoming one." St Augustine (Chapter IV, The Confessions)
______________________________________________________________________

As parishioners of North Harbour many of you would have been
associated with the Augustinian Order over the years and may enjoy
having a copy of “Friends of St Augustine – an appreciation”. Compiled
by Mary McCormick the book seeks to appreciate and honour all that
Friends of St Augustine has meant for lay people within the Augustinian
family as they have sought to develop their faith and their role within the
church. From within its pages comes both challenge and invitation.
The cost is $30 plus postage and all proceeds from the sale of the book
will go the Augustinian Vietnam Mission Fund to order please email Mary
McCormick at mary_mccormick@bigpond.com
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Manly Catenians
A network of support and encouragement for men, their families and friends, creating
opportunities for like-minded people to build deep and lasting friendships
The Catenians are an active social outreach group offering a supporting community with an
open invitation for anybody to join us in any of our social activities. We do so as Catholics
on the solid foundation of shared faith and values.
With COVID restrictions locking us all in our homes, restricting our contact with friends
and family, creating mental health issues for all of us, Manly Catenians offer opportunities
for connections even during COVID.

Paul Pearson
The famous Manly Catenian morning walks continue every
Tuesday and Thursday morning – COVID restricted to walking
in pairs.
Trivia nights continue - every Monday fortnight, on Zoom until COVID restrictions allow a return to our regular 1st
Tuesday every month trivia at Balgowlah RSL.
2nd Friday of the month lunch at Wakehurst Golf Club – is
temporarily on hold until COVID restrictions allow.

Likewise our 3rd Wednesday of each month dinners at Manly Golf Club – are temporarily postponed until
COVID restrictions allow.
Manly Catenians are ideally placed to restart our regular social activities - as soon as Covid restrictions allow
and we’re all comfortable joining in.
Manly Catenians has 34 members, many of whom are members of North Harbour Parish.
If you’re looking for an opportunity to forge friendships in a supportive environment, or just looking to expand
your current network of friends, come along to one of our activities, they’re open to everybody, not only men.
To join us in any of our gatherings or if you’re looking for more information please contact –
Paul Pearson 0410 311 376 manly.circle@thecatenians.org.au
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Sacramental Ministry Report
2020/2021 Children’s Sacramental Program
Bishop Anthony advised the parish last year that there would be no celebration of the
Sacrament of Confirmation in 2020 and that from 2021 onwards, children will receive
Confirmation in Year 3 and the Sacraments of First Reconciliation and First
Communion in Year 4.
Janette Davidson
Family and
Sacramental
Minister

Approximately 190 children (Year 3 and older) were enrolled in the parish based,
family centred and school supported Confirmation program in May 2021 and this
sacrament was scheduled to be celebrated by the Bishop over 4 sessions on the 13 and
14 August.

Whilst the preparation program was interrupted in June by the lockdown the family
preparation groups continued via Zoom. Rather than cancelling the Presentation Mass and Blessing of
Candidates this was included in our live streamed Sunday morning Mass with parents, sponsors and
extended family and friends joining the children.
Due to the continuation of the lockdown restrictions Bishop Anthony has delegated authority to confer the
Sacrament of Confirmation to our parish clergy on dates yet to be decided.
There was no celebration of First Reconciliation and First Communion in 2021.
Our Rite of Christian Initiation (RCIA) Program (for adults wishing to join the Catholic Church) was
also impacted by the coronavirus however we still had our two candidates’ husband and wife Emma and
Rob Wright received into the Church on the feast of Pentecost.
Often what we do (did) face-to-face can also be done virtually. We’ve certainly discovered through these
last several months the importance of being physically present with others. We’ve also realized the
possibilities that virtual opportunities can present. We hope to be able to offer our 2021/2022 RCIA
Program with both online and face-to-face gatherings.
Baptism of Older Children Program for children 7 years and older
Eight children were baptised in November 2020 and eleven children in March 2021.
For many of us, these times have caused us to learn new things and adapt to new methods. Amid many
challenges, we have discovered new insights and new practices and have been presented with opportunities
to look at the preparation and celebration of the sacraments differently.
Our children, parents, school staff, catechists, group facilitators and
parish team continue to accept the need for flexibility and creativity.
Thanks to all and especially to Ed Cooney and Jacky Worthington
for their assistance and support with filming and online presentations.
Please contact me at sacraments@northharbourcatholic.org.au or on
0408 866 521 if you would like more information on any of the above
programs.
Janette Davidson
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Preparation for Confirmation via
Zoom Justine’s mother Ria was the
group facilitator the group participated in
the Confirmation Presentation and
Blessing via our live streamed Sunday
Mass in July.

Emma and Rob Wright were received into the Church on
Pentecost. Their son Theo participated in the Baptism of
Young Children program.

The Wolf family after the baptism of their son’s Otto and Leo.
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Catechist Report
2021 has proven to be yet another interesting year.
In October of 2020, we held our annual Catechist
Recruitment Drive and the results were wonderful.
We gained eight new Catechists, some of whom
were happy to begin teaching their own class, having
had previous experience, as well as others who
started as helpers to add to their knowledge acquired
Ursula Halloway
in training. We found that some of the new teachers
Catechist
were able to spend time teaching Catechist Classes as their circumstances had
Co-ordinator
changed and they were now working from home and had the time to spend an
hour going into a school to teach. Proving, yet again, that some positives can come from adversity and that
the Holy Spirit, surely, has plans in place before we even ask God for help!.
We started 2021 very happy to be going into schools to teach our “Walking with Jesus” curriculum and
everything felt “back to normal.” I would like to acknowledge what an amazing job the public schools,
that we are working with, have done and how accommodating and welcoming they have been. They have
tried to make the, sometimes complex, signing in system very user-friendly for SRE volunteers and have
always tried to listen to the needs of our Catechist volunteers and accommodate them.
In the first half of 2021, we had two great terms, teaching our children, and felt grateful to spend that
precious time with them. Unfortunately, in the last week of Term 2, there were rumblings of a lockdown
and then on the following Saturday, news of the lockdown came to all. As a consequence of this, we have
not been able to return to teach for the entirety of Term 3. The CCD Diocese team’s response to this was,
yet again, quite amazing. They created further Power Point lessons for all children in our public schools of
all grades so that they could continue to have religious lessons from home, if they chose to. Our six public
schools in our parish were very supportive and were happy to advertise these lessons in their newsletters
as well as some other websites for the children to look at. I would like to mention my appreciation for the
hours and hours of hard work that the CCD Diocese Team put in to keep the ministry alive during the
home-schooling period. I have also sent messages to our students and their families, through school
newsletters, to let them know that they are in our thoughts and prayers and that we look forward to the day
when we can see them again. I will organise Holy Cards and a Christmas Message for each child who
attends our classes at the end of the school year.
Although officially unconfirmed, it is highly unlikely that we will return to teach this year, as students will
only return to schools in Weeks Five and Six of Term Four and this is when we usually finish our classes
for the year. The NSW Department of Education has a four-tiered return to school plan and we will not
return until Phase Three is introduced. When all students return in November, Phase Two will be in place
and we will have to wait until Phase Three has commenced before we can return to schools.
I have approached schools to advertise our SRE Program in their Kindergarten Orientation Packs. Usually,
I have an opportunity, at this time of year, to speak at some schools’ Orientation mornings and hand out
brochures, however, this is not possible this year. Some schools have been happy to hand out our
brochures, while others have their own system for informing their new families of the SRE Program. Each
school is allowed to create their own rules around handouts from us. Some schools will also place an ad in
their school newsletter provided by myself asking for new Catechist volunteers, however, again, it is up to
each school as to whether they approve these.
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Currently, we have 29 Catechist Teachers. We have 38 Special Religious Education (SRE) classes in 6
public primary schools in our parish area which include Manly Vale Public School, Brookvale Public
School, Allambie Heights Public School, Balgowlah Heights Public School, Seaforth Public School and
Balgowlah North Public School. Teaching days are Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays with
both morning and afternoon classes. Approximately 800 children attend Catholic SRE classes. At this
stage, I have not asked our Parish Catechists if they will return next year. Some may wish to stand down
temporarily or permanently due to the current pandemic. Having said that, virtually all of our Catechists
who paused their commitment last year during the pandemic, returned to teach this year so our Catechists
are a very committed and dedicated group!
It will depend on restrictions as to whether we can hold our annual Recruitment Drive in October. If we
can go ahead with it, we will have speakers at masses (including Catechists and students), videos played at
masses, ads in School Newsletters and Facebook Pages for classes of St Kieran’s and St Cecilia’s as well
as our Parish Bulletin to name a few.
Catechism typically takes up about one hour per week, including travel time, and presentation of a 30
minute lesson. The teacher’s manuals are very easy to follow and are an approved part of the NSW
Curriculum. Further to this, the Department of Education has written a “Student Wellbeing Policy” in
which it states that all students are entitled to explore their spiritual beliefs in a safe, welcoming and
accepting environment.
Training courses (online only this year) are free and are provided by the CCD of Broken Bay to ensure that
our Catechists are supported at a Diocese level. Our Catechists meet at the beginning of each term to
receive information from the Diocese and to report on their experiences and share ideas. Safeguarding is
always of paramount importance.
If you feel that Catechism is something you may be interested in doing or would simply like more
information, please feel free to contact Ursula on catechist@northharbourcatholic.com or 0423 595 204.
This year, we have two
Catechists who will be receiving
long-service awards and Papal
Blessings:



Val Miller- 20 years
Linda Restuccia- 20 years

An amazing achievement by
these wonderful Catechists who
have put in so much time and
dedication over the years for the
benefit of the children in the
parish.

Thank you.
Ursula Halloway
CCD Coordinator
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Parish Piety Shop
Selling Religious Gifts & Cards for Sacramental Celebrations
As was the case in 2020 - Covid lockdown dealt another sever blow to the 2021
Sacramental Programme in our Parish - and Piety shops sales!!
The shop is well stocked with gifts and cards for all Sacramental celebrations ranging from Missals and Bibles to Guardian Angels and Saints .
Keep in mind that a religious or inspirational gift can also be the ideal House Warming
Jane Filacuridi present, Birthday , Anniversary , Christmas or even Valentines Day gift !
Piety Shop
Co-ordinator Come and have a browse after lockdown and see the great variety of items on display located in the foyer of St Kieran’s Parish Centre.
We thank those parishioners and friends who support our little shop with your encouraging words and
generous spending !
Jane Filacuridi

North Harbour Parish Music Ministry
The Music Ministry has been one of the most affected ministry in this pandemic
time.
Singing has been prohibited a number of times especially when there has been an
outbreak of the virus in the community. When things have slowly improved each
time, I have been very thankful for the continued support of our music groups and
leads. They have been very flexible with whatever is required to adhere with
government mandates and restrictions - singing solo or duet, singing in a live mass
online, social distancing while singing, singing and leading without the
congregation singing, music video recording for online mass.
Marianne Deveza
We may have missed the joyous Christmas celebration last December, but it is good
Music Ministry
to know and look forward to the better days ahead and appreciate the present: what
Co-ordinator
we have and what we can do.
Let us continue to pray for one another, keep safe and healthy and look forward to
being together again soon!
Thank you so much to all of you in the ministry, and those who keep supporting us in
the ministry.
God bless us all, Marianne Deveza
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Manly Vale St Vincent De Paul
Manly Vale SVDP Conference Report to Parish
AGM 2021

The year will be remembered by the full year impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on
our lives. Not only the economic and health changes in our lives but massive changes
in education delivery in schools and university, the care of the aged in nursing homes
or the isolation of many people living in their own home. We also suffered
restrictions on Church services and access to the Eucharist.
John McCarney The SVDP also suffered massive income loss with the closure of their retail shops and
dislocation in the delivery of services to the poor and disadvantaged. Our membership suffered. The
President
Society withdrew from the government Energy Accounts Payments Assistance Scheme (EAPAS) in March
2020. The Scheme distributed vouchers to people struggling with rising energy prices. The decision to withdraw was due to
every increasing administrative conditions imposed by the Department of Energy for which there were no reimbursement of
costs, Public servants were employed to fill the void through Service NSW but the number of people we assisted fell sharply.
Jobseeker payments increased to a level that the unemployed, in many cases, could manage without recourse to assistance from
the SVDP thus reducing numbers seeking assistance
The Winter and Christmas Appeals raised over $22,000. An amazing result and reflected the incredible support we received
from the Augustinians and the Parish. The Hamper Appeal resulted in 98 hampers collected from the School and the Parish.
They were distributed by enthusiastic P & F volunteers with the help of a couple of young volunteers. This took place as lock
downs were first introduced due to the Avalon COVID 19 outbreak. Courageous people!!
Just a quick story on the generosity of our community. The SVDP stopped the supply of nappies, wipes etc. to struggling
mothers due to financial constraints. I asked the St Kieran School office could they ask for donations in the school newsletter.
We were inundated with donations. The office rang every catholic school in the Northern Beaches and we were further
inundated. St Cecilia’s even kept it going. We ran out of storage and a load was sent to the needy Central Coast SVDP
mothers. An extraordinary effort from the parents, students and teachers.
We are constantly heartened by the wonderful support from the Augustinians, Parishioners, the families and staff of St. Kieran’s
School, the Sacramental Program participants of St Kieran’s and St Cecilia’s.
Lastly, these services have been provided by an enthusiastic group of knowledgeable volunteers, who attend meetings every
second Tuesday (via ZOOM in latter times), assist clients, support each other, make up Christmas Hampers and have a lot of
fun!
John McCarney
President, Manly Vale Conference)
Year

Income

Expenditure

Visits

Clients

Members

2019/20

$27,271

$19,996

332

118

10

2020/21

$29,273

$10,918

169

65

11

Analysis of Clients 2020/21
Income Source
%

Accommodation

%

Help Sought

%

Disability Pension

49

Rental

29

Food

33

Aged Pension

10

Social Housing

52

Unpaid Bills

33

Newstart/Jobseeker

29

Homeless

9

Clothing, beds

9
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Co Chairs
Tim Wunder and Stephen Rush
Secretary
Paul Goldsworthy
Ex-Officio
Fr Dave Austin (Parish Priest)
Fr Jepser Bermudez OSA (Assistant Priest)
Fr Paul Maloney OSA (Assistant Priest)
Fran Taylor (SC Principal)
Michael Gallagher (SK Principal)
Janette Davidson, Sacramental Coordinator

Fr Dave Austin OSA
Parish Priest

Marianne Deveza
Music Ministry
Coordinator

Fr Paul Maloney
OSA
Assistant Priest

Members
Leonie Cornell
Geraldine Clarke
Catherine O’Donnell
Derville Peach
Jo Matthews

Fr Jepser
Bermudez
OSA

Janette Davidson
Sacramental
Co-ordinator

We would like to
thank the Parish
Pastoral Council
for their
contribution to
the parish
during the last
12 months.

Jacky Worthington
Parish Manager

Anne Ross
Parish Secretary

Ursula Halloway
Catechist
Co-ordinator

Jane Filacuridi
Parish Secretary

An
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Augustinian Formation Association (AFA)
Adriana Bowyer
9949 4455
Baptism Preparation Team
c/o Parish Office
9949 4455
Catechists
Ursula Halloway
9949 4455
Catenians
Paul Pearson
0410 311 376
Children’s Liturgy
SK Bryanne Crabb
9949 4455
SC Bryanne Crabb
9949 4455
Finance Committee
9949 4455
Friends of Saint Augustine
Jacky Worthington
0403 834 043
GIFT Co-ordinator
Evelyn Patterson
info@gift.org.au
Hospitality Co-ordinator
SK Ursula Halloway
9949 4455
SC Gabrielle McKinnon
9949 4455
Liturgical Ministry
● Church Environment
Parish Office
9949 4455
● Communion Ministry to the Sick
Parish Office
9949 4455
● Junior & Senior Servers
c/o Parish Office
9949 4455
● Music Ministry Coordinator
Marianne Deveza
9949 4455
● Readers Coordinator
Parish Office
9949 4455
● St Cecilia Rosters Coordinator
Christine Boys
9949 4455

CATHOLIC COMMUNITY OF NORTH HARBOUR
PERSONNEL
Office (Mon – Fri: 9am – 4pm) 9949 4455
Clergy:
Fr David Austin OSA
Parish Administrator
Fr Paul Maloney OSA
Assistant Priest and Prior
Fr Jepser Bermudez OSA Assistant Priest
Fr Senan Ward OSA
Chaplain – St Augustine’s College
Fr Abel van der Veer OSA Retired
Fr Peter Jones OSA
Provincial—In Residence
Pastoral Ministers
Janette Davidson

Parish Meditation Group
Eulalie O’Keefe

9949 4455

Parish Pastoral Council
Co-Chairs
Tim Wunder & Stephen Rush
Sacraments

Baptism Preparation
c/o Parish Office
9949 4455

RCIA c/o Parish Office
9949 4455

Sacramental Program
Janette Davidson
9949 4455
sacraments@northharbourcatholic.org.au
St Vincent de Paul

For people in need
Membership Enquiries:
Balgowlah
Lyn McNeill
0478 087 666
Manly Vale
John McCarney 9905 2351

Parish Prayer
God of love, God of life,
as the Catholic Community of North Harbour,
we praise you for your goodness in all creation.
May we follow the Word, and be true disciples,
building your Kingdom of peace and justice.
Grace us with your Spirit of love to create a caring
community of welcome, generosity and joy.
Amen.

Mass times
Saturday vigil
Sunday

St Cecilia
9.00am

Weekday Mass

St Kieran

Ursula Halloway
Rosemary McKinnon
Marianne Deveza

Sacramental Co-ordinator 0408 866 521
Catechist Co-ordinator 9949 4455
Counsellor 0400 495 076
Music Ministry Coord 0404865241

Administration:
Jacky Worthington
Anne Ross
Jane Filacuridi

9949 4455
Parish Manager
Parish Secretary
Parish Secretary

Reconciliation

St Kieran

St Kieran
5.30pm
7.30am
9.30am
6.00pm

8.30am Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri,
Sat
St Cecilia
9.00am Wednesday
St Augustine’s Chapel- 8.15am Wednesday
5 – 5.45pm Saturday (or by
appointment)

Baptisms

Bookings essential and Preparation course required.
St Cecilia
10.30am Sun or 9.00am Mass on
1st Sundays of the month
St Kieran
11.30am Sun or 9.30am Mass on
1st Sundays of the month

marriages

Require 6 months notice and includes Catholic Care
course as part of the preparation.

We acknowledge the Gayamagal and Canalgal people,
the traditional custodians of this land and pay our
respects to the elders past, present and emerging.
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