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We deeply respect this land
occupied by our parish facilities
and its traditional custodians
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PASTOR’ S REPORT
September 2020 – Called to be a Christ-centred Church
Dear Friends,
The past year has not been what we expected. Much was achieved in 2019 but 2020
brought radical change on the personal, family, parish, Church, society and world
level, hence much of my reflection here takes account of the impact of COVID-19 on
our lives and Parish Community.
Fr Dave Austin OSA
2019










2020











Parish Priest

Sacraments – During 2019, nearly 400 children received the Sacraments, with Confirmation being
conferred by Frs Dave, Paul and John, in the absence of a Bishop
Parish and School Activities - Parish activities and charitable works included Masses and pastoral
visits to our aged care facilities and visits to hospitals and the housebound, RCIA and Alpha, school
social and liturgical celebrations, catechist lessons, spaghetti nights, GIFT, etc.
Parish Council – Parish Council met regularly to advance the Parish Strategic Plan, including
detailed planning for establishment of a Parish Liturgy Committee in 2020.
Safeguarding and Plenary Council 2020 Discussions - Parish discussions were held on
Safeguarding issues and on emerging themes in preparation for the Plenary Council
New Bishop - On 4 November 2019, Bishop Anthony Randazzo was installed as the 4th Bishop of
Broken Bay.
90th Anniversary of St Cecilia’s School – A highlight was the Mass to celebrate the school’s 90th
Anniversary on 22nd November, Feast of St Cecilia. Many past staff and students took part.
School liturgical celebrations – Liturgies and graduation celebrations ended the school year.
Advent and Christmas – Large crowds gathered in our churches to celebrate the Birth of Christ.
2020 - The year began normally with Opening School Masses at St Kieran’s and St Cecilia’s.
Plenary Council 2020 discussions continued and points raised were forwarded to the Plenary
Council Writing Teams. Lectors Workshops were held in February by ACU School of Liturgy.
COVID-19 and Parish Life – The onset of COVID-19 brought massive changes to family and
Parish life and impacted heavily on our pastoral outreach to the housebound and those in care. Many
parents worked from home and some continue to experience economic hardship with loss of
employment and income.
Worship – As Government regulations increased, group worship was no longer permitted. From
22nd March, the 4th Sunday of Lent, onwards there were no Sunday Masses even though our
churches were still open for personal prayer; no parish community gatherings or meetings were
allowed. Soon after, churches were closed permanently and only available for Funeral services with
a very limited number of participants. These restrictions were eased in mid-May.
Schools and catechist program – As the community moved into lockdown, restrictions on schools
increased and home-based learning became the norm. Catechist classes were cancelled.
Increased Use of Social Media – A major innovation at Parish level was greater use of electronic
communications media, including Facebook and You Tube. This made it possible to stay in touch
with many parishioners through emailing of the weekly newsletter to a wider parish audience,
including school families and those in the sacramental program.
Livestreamed Masses – From Palm Sunday onwards, Masses were livestreamed with ministers
only present. Public Masses resumed on Trinity Sunday (7 June) though with reduced numbers. The
last livestreamed Mass was on 28 June.
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Hospitals and aged care facilities – Our 75 parishioners in aged care facilities have experienced
restrictions on visitors, including pastoral care and clergy visits, and been unable to receive the
Sacraments, except in case of emergency. In September, the Parish sent a letter to each resident with
the Sunday bulletin and prayers and reflections to reassure them that they have a special place in our
hearts and that the Lord is close always. Aged care staff have been most helpful here.
Parish Outreach – North Harbour Parish Team conducted an extensive revision of parishioner records
and contacted many by phone to check on their welfare. Close to 1,000 parishioners, particularly in the
over-70 age group, were contacted, though it was not possible to contact all.
Ongoing Communication – As the public health situation began to improve, the newsletter was still
circulated to a wider audience. In place of livestreamed Masses, the weekly homily recorded by one of
the priests can now be viewed on You Tube.
Adult Faith Formation – Every effort was made to continue Parish programs. For some weeks, Alpha
was home-based but then returned to the Parish Centre with limited participants. Due to lockdown in
Holy Week, reception of RCIA candidates was delayed until 15 August. A wine and cheese evening
has been held for those interested in becoming Catholic and a small group is being formed for 2021. Fr
John has also offered a short course on Scripture.
Sacramental Program – First Reconciliation preparation took place in first term but reception of the
Sacrament was delayed until June due to the COVID-19 outbreak. Preparation for First Communion
began in July and children received the Eucharist in late August-early September.
Social Justice Statement – The 2020 Australian Bishops Social Justice Statement on Mental Health in
Australia is very timely with mental health challenges more evident in the community.
Parish Team - The Parish Team has worked together closely to advance the good of the Community
and ensure the safety of all. Thanks to the Augustinians for their liturgical leadership and pastoral
concern – Associate Pastors Frs Paul Maloney and John Sullivan, and Frs Senan Ward, Abel van der
Veer and Peter Jones. Parish Manager Jacky Worthington and Parish Secretaries Jane Filacuridi and
Anne Ross ensure the smooth running of the Parish as do our committed Ministry Coordinators –
Janette Davidson (Sacraments), Ursula Halloway (Catechists) and Marianne Deveza (Music).
Tim Wunder and Anne Halloway have ably led our Parish Pastoral Council. We thank Anne and
other retiring members, Evelyn Paterson and Judith D’Elmaine, and welcome new members, Derville
Peach, Jo Matthews and Steve Rush. Thank you to Paul Winter and the Parish Finance Committee,
Principals Michael Gallagher, Fran Taylor and school staff, our Vinnies volunteers, the GIFT Team,
Alpha and RCIA, our liturgical ministers and all who serve the Parish Community in so many
different ways.
Parish Morale – Parish Community members have stayed in touch and been supportive of each other
throughout. Mass attendance has been gradually increasing since June though some remain concerned
about the threat of infection. I’d like to affirm the perseverance of Parish members, especially parents,
in attending carefully to family life and to those in need, parishioners’ patience when they were
prevented from gathering for Mass, the incredible commitment of our teachers to their students and
their families, the remarkable resilience of our parishioners, and the positive spirit and amazing joy
among the children and families when they could finally receive the Sacraments for the first time – just
a few examples.

Thank you! – Finally, we express deep gratitude to all in the Parish Community for your prayers, patience,
good humour and personal and financial support during this time. Our Community will never be the same
again – perhaps an invitation to new horizons as Parish and Church. I find great comfort in the following
words: ‘Buildings are closed, not the Church. We are the Church… and we remain open in faith, hope
and love!’

01 October 2020
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Parish Pastoral Council Report
These last 12 months have been a mix of normal activities for the Parish Pastoral
Council and then adjusting to our new reality in the face of Covid-19.
One of our focus areas in the first six months of the year was on coordinating our
community’s engagement with the Australian Catholic Church’s Plenary Council
process. The Parish Pastoral Council considered six themes from the Plenary
Council and selected the following three themes to be discerned by our parish
community:
a call to be a church which is open to conversion renewal and reform,
a call to be a church which is humble, healing and merciful, and
a call to be a church which is joyful, hope-filled and servant community.

Tim Wunder PPC Co-Chair

Three workshops were conducted amongst the parish community in December 2019, February 2020 and
March 2020. We shared reflections and feedback with the community and submitted this back to the
Plenary Council planning teams in April.
The community celebrated Fr Dave Austin’s 50th anniversary of being a priest with his family, his
Augustinian brothers and the parish community in August 2019.
We also marked St Cecilia’s 90th anniversary on the Feast of St Cecilia on Friday 22nd November 2019
with a celebration mass and activities at the school with past and present students, teachers, parents and
priests.
We also approved plans for a new parish liturgy committee to renew the liturgical life of our parish
community. In February the parish offered reader training and the committee are currently addressing
other aspects of the liturgy, including how music at our different masses can be uplifted.
The last six months of the year was not what we expected. Covid-19 lockdown in early 2020 meant a
dramatic change in the way we worship and gather. Our heartfelt thanks go to the parish team and Ed
Coney for coordinating the online broadcasting of our masses and emailed parish bulletins. When
restrictions eased, we continued to offer the bulletin digitally and homilies online. And as you will read in
Janette’s report, the entire sacramental program was transformed in 2020.
We sincerely thank the parish team and Augustinian community for staying in touch with the parish
community thought this unprecedented time.
We have also renewed the Parish Pastoral Council membership this year. I would like to thank retiring
members: Anne Halloway, Evelyn Paterson and Judith D’Elmaine, and warmly welcome new
members Derville Peach, Jo Matthews and Steve Rush.
On behalf of the Parish Pastoral Council, I would like to thank you for your generosity and continued
support of our parish community this year.
Tim Wunder
Chair of the Parish Pastoral Council
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Finance Committee Report
Dear Fellow Parishioners
On behalf of myself and the Parish Finance Committee, we would like to thank
you for your continued support of the Parish, and of the Planned Giving,
Charitable Works Fund and Project Compassion Programs.
From a financial perspective, the Parish is coming in in-line with expectations
for the 2019/20 financial year. With respect to the 2020/2021 financial year
we expect the Parish to breakeven on our current budget.
Paul Winter
Finance Committee
Chair

Finally, I would like to thank the Parish Finance Committee and the Parish
Pastoral Council for their continued support.
Yours sincerely, Paul Winter, Chairman

Parish Finance Committee:
Fr Dave Austin, Michael McMahon, Stuart Trueman, Mira Doughty, Romano Di Donato, Eliza
Faulk and Paul Winter.
Parish clergy and Jacky Worthington, Parish Manager, are ex-officio members.
*Please see next page for a breakdown of parish expenses.

Parish Collections
All funds raised by the 1st collection go to the Priory and are used to support the daily living
expenses of our parish priests, the upkeep of the Priory and to support the Augustinian Order
in Australia.
The 2nd collection, which includes the planned giving program, is the main source of income
for our Parish. These funds are used for the day to day running of our Parish, including altar
and church requisites, pastoral programs, repairs, wages, insurance and utilities. It is also
used to fund any shortfall in the Charitable Works Fund and the many, many other expenses
incurred in keeping our Parish vibrant and functioning.
Charitable Works Fund
During the year there are three special appeals for the Charitable Works Fund (CWF). The
CWF appeal is used to support the charitable and pastoral activities of the Diocese.
Donations to the CWF are 100% tax deductible.
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2019-20 Budget

2019-20 Actual

2020-21 Budget

$

$

$

256,560

249,042

207,100

900

860

800

12,000

15,611

9,600

64,000

186,000

INCOME
Collections
CCI Commission
Donations
Govt Subsidy – Covid
Interest

13,200

8,164

3,960

Sundry

4,800

4,700

4,800

82,800

103,503

100,800

370,260

455,880

513,060

16,800

12,914

10,800

-

7,266

10,000

600

209

600

193,200

242,621

248,300

Insurance

33,000

28,741

33,000

Office Expenses

21,600

25,827

21,600

1,500

10,805

1,500

39,600

40,410

39,600

Telephone & Internet

6,000

5,032

6,000

Travelling-Car Expenses

7,200

6,844

7,200

24,000

19,206

21,600

343,500

399,875

400,200

26,730

46,005

112,860

Rent
TOTAL PARISH
INCOME
EXPENDITURE
Altar & Church Requisites
CWF Shortfall
Donations
Employment Expenses

Pastoral Programs
Repairs & Maintenance

Utilities
TOTAL EXPENSES

Surplus/Deficit for Year
Cash at Bank

$158,884

Cash on Deposit

$661,617

* During the

2019/20 financial year, the Parish received a total of $64,000 as a government subsidy under
the JobKeeper Scheme implemented as one of the responses to the COVID-19 situation. Whilst our
employment expenses did increase, the assistance provided by the JobKeeper subsidy meant that our net
cost for this expense during the financial year was $178,621.
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Parish Manager’s Report
For me and I am sure for many of you, this year has been one of learning new skills and
adapting to a constantly changing environment. Although the COVID-19 pandemic
was only present for part of the year covered in this report it has certainly consumed our
attention.
I will never forget the overwhelming feeling of sadness when we had to close the doors
of our Churches. However, that feeling was quickly replaced with a sense of purpose
and conviction by the parish team to put into place ways for our community to stay
Jacky Worthington connected. Livestreaming mass, dusting off the Parish Facebook page and group The
Parish Manager
Vine, starting a YouTube Channel and refining our database all became very important
very quickly. Everyone had their own worries and fears however there was a real sense of the need to work
together and support each other.
Whilst much energy was given to finding new and creative ways to communicate with the community, the
day to day running of the Parish had to continue. The closure of our Churches during the lockdown and
reduced numbers since re-opening, combined with the financial strain faced by many parishioners has seen
a decline in Parish income. The effect on our overall finances has been softened, in the short term, by the
Parish being eligible for the JobKeeper subsidy. This enabled us to maintain all the Parish staff and assisted
in our ability to meet the pastoral and administrative needs of the Parish. Thank you to parishioners who
have continued to support the Parish either by maintaining your planned giving, contributing directly to the
bank account or dropping contributions to the Parish office. It is also important to acknowledge that some
parishioners are experiencing financial hardship and have had to suspend their planned giving. We are
thankful for all you have contributed.
Work has also continued in the area of Safeguarding. In May 2019, the National Catholic Safeguarding
Standards were released by Catholic Professional Standards Ltd, the body set up by the Catholic Church in
response to the Royal Commission into Institutional Response to Sexual Abuse. The National Catholic
Safeguarding Standards comprise 10 standards, providing the framework for Catholic Church entities to
build child-safe cultures and to advance the safety of children and vulnerable adults across the Catholic
Church in Australia. Over the last 12 months policies have been developed by the Diocese and the Parish
to implement the Standards. All staff and those volunteers in child related roles are now, in addition to
having a Working With Children Check, required to do safeguarding training. Volunteers play a vital role
in our Parish and we very much appreciate everyone’s willingness to comply with this additional
requirement.
A special thanks to Anne and Jane, they are the face and voice of our Parish to so many and to all the staff
for their hard work, dedication and willingness to do all that is required. I don’t think any of us had Church
sanitising in our job description, but we have all done it, Fr Dave included. I look forward to the day when
we don’t have to bulk buy anti-bacterial wipes and Glen 20!
It has been a busy and sometimes stressful year, but I have learned so much and I am so very grateful to all
the people that offered and gave me their assistance. I have asked for a lot of help along the way and
received such generosity of time and spirit. I am also very thankful for the joy and resilience of
parishioners who have embraced everything we have done and for your messages of gratitude and
encouragement.
Jacky

Catholic Community of North Harbour—Annual Report 2019-2020

10

North Harbour Parish Music Ministry
I am happy to share that there are two beautiful people who have raised their
hands up this year to join our ministry:
Joshua Willard has played every third Sunday of the month at St Kieran’s 6pm
mass since February 2020.
Caroline Ng, a regular parishioner of our parish is helping out with singing.
Marianne Deveza
Music Ministry
Co-ordinator

While Simon Hyland and family had ceased playing music at St Cecilia’s 9am,
they happily took the slot at St Kieran's second Sunday 6pm mass.

The pandemic has hugely affected our music ministry since March. When the
parish team organised a live stream of our mass, to be able to reach out to the parishioners and
provide Holy Eucharistic mass, our musicians didn't hesitate to help out. A big shout out of thanks to
Ben Marshall, Kevin Mascarenhas, Louella Covich, Tim Boys and Peter Chiswell, Kathryn Williams
and Maria Dunn!
Due to Covid-19 restrictions still in place, our choirs have not come back yet as it is prohibited, that's
why we have a few quiet masses going on. Music groups were also limited to 3 members only, to
minimise the risk of spreading the virus. To all the music groups who continue to support the
ministry, thank you so much for unselfishly sharing your time and talent amidst the difficult situation
that we are all facing!
Marianne Deveza
northharbourmusicministry@gmail.com
Our current musician line up is:
9am Mass St Cecilia’s Church:
1. The Conmen led by Tim Boys and Peter Chiswell (3rd Sundays)
2. Louella Covich (4th Sundays)
9.30am Mass St Kieran’s Church:
1. The Harvest led by Kevin Mascarenhas (1st Sunday)
2. Enliven Music led by Mira Doughty (2nd Sunday)
3. Sonic Spirit led by Kathryn Williams (3rd Sunday)
4. Branch of Jesse led by Terri Sedmak (4th Sunday)
6pm Mass St Kieran’s Church:
1. Enliven Music led by Mira Doughty (1st Sunday)
2. Simon Hyland and family (2nd Sunday)
3. Josh Willard (3rd Sunday)
4. Lost and Found led by K&H Williams (4th Sunday)
5.30pm Vigil Mass St Kieran’s Church:
1. Parish Choir led by Georgene O’Brien (except 3rd Sundays)
2. Filipino Choir led by Rebecca Torralba (3rd Sundays)
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AUGUSTINIAN FORMATION ASSOCIATION
(AFA) 2019-2020
The Augustinian Formation Association (AFA) exists to support and raise funds for the
training of Augustinian brothers and priests in the Australasian Province. It does this
through a range of activities and social functions. Other purposes of the group are to support
the Augustinians in prayer as well as to build up bonds of friendship among supporters of
the Order.
The AFA Committee Members are made up as follows and we always welcome new
members to join us:
Spiritual Director
President
Treasurer
Secretary
Members

Adriana Bowyer
AFA President

Fr Jepser Bermudez OSA
Adriana Bowyer
Maryanne Guy
Honorine Jarkey
Trudi McFadden, Rosemary McEwan, Michael Halloway, Carmen Miners, Sue
Colwell, Kaye Coates, Stella Baihn, Caroline Tessandier, Mary Hulme, Yvonne Rein,
Anne Chang, Bill Rein, Liz Lovell and Jenny Mirabito

In the second half of 2019 AFA held its Christmas in July Dinner which again was very successful and
enjoyable. We also held our end of Year Dinner at Wakehurst Golf Club which was lots of fun and a beautiful
way to finish off 2019. Unfortunately, with the Covid-19 pandemic we were forced to cancel all functions
planned for 2020 including the End of Year Christmas Dinner planned for Saturday, 7 November at the
Wakehurst Golf Club. We thought this would be the best action to take at this time to ensure our members and
parishioners remain safe
Hopefully we will be able to get back to our fundraising events in the new year but in the meantime should you
wish to make a donation to AFA or need to pay your membership fee ($30) for this year which helps to support
the Augustinian students in these challenging and difficult times we would be most grateful. Donations can be
left at the parish office at Manly Vale addressed to AFA C/- Adriana Bowyer, posted to Augustinian Formation
Association, PO Box 7278, Warringah Mall, Brookvale NSW 2100 or you can direct deposit your donation to
Account Name: Westpac, BSB No: 032 190, Account No: 10 5386
Despite the Covid-19 pandemic and its restrictions it was so wonderful that the celebrations listed below were
able to take place which helped lift our spirits during these challenging and difficult times. We congratulate
and wish them all the very best as they continue on their journeys.
17th June

Brs Diem, Tin & Marco made their First Profession of Religious Vows at the Asia-Pacific
Augustinian Novitiate, Cebu in the Philippines.

22nd June

Brs Huy & Tu made their Renewal of Temporary Vows at Our Lady of Grace Chapel,
Brookvale.

1st August

Br Tuyen celebrated his Ordination to the Priesthood at the Holy Spirit Parish, St Clair.

15th August

Br Tuan Anh celebrated his Ordination to the Deaconate at St James Parish, Coorparoo.

15th August

Br John commenced his pastoral formation at Holy Spirit Parish, St Clair after 8 years of
seminary formation and being formally appointed a community member of Our Mother of
Good Counsel Priory.

22nd August

Br Tu received the Ministry of Lector.
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Christmas in July Dinner held at St Kieran’s Parish Centre

Brs Huy & Tu with Maryanne Guy at the
- Wakehurst Golf Club Dinner on 10/11/19

on 31/7/19

Ordination of Br Tuyen OSA to the Priesthood on 1/8/20

Ordination of Br Tuan Anh Le OSA to the Diaconate on 15/8/20

AFA is very thankful to all our members, friends and
supporters for their continued support and prayers for our
Augustinian students.
Blessings to all and may God continue to keep us all safe
and healthy.
Adriana Bowyer (President) 0402 099 746
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PASTORAL CARE to Elderly and Nursing Home Residents
The year 2020 has certainly been tospy turvy and challenged us all to think outside the square.
Unfortunately, due to COVID-19 and the restrictions that have needed to be put in place, our Pastoral Care
Ministers have been unable to visit our local Nursing Homes since early March. (These Pastoral Care visits
are generally each Sunday, providing the residents with a community Prayer Liturgy and Holy Communion).
The celebration of Mass in the aged care facilities, which normally would have been on a monthly or bi
monthly basis, has also been absent from the lives of the Catholic residents.
Along with the absence of the Eucharist, the spiritual nourishment and gentle presence of a Pastoral Carer,
these frail and vulnerable members of our community have also spent months in isolation from their families
and friends.
I am sure we were all thinking we would be back to normal by now, or even earlier, however we are still
within the firm grip of Covid.
With these thoughts in mind, Fr Dave initiated a “keeping in touch” pastoral care letter to each of the Catholic
residents—approximately 75 persons.
He wrote a most comforting letter, including two beautiful reflections on God’s love for us, and some
appropriate prayer cards. These were delivered to the Nursing Homes on Wednesday, 2nd September. Since
then we have had lovely feedback from the staff, saying how much the residents appreciated receiving their
letter and thanked us for amost thoughtful and comforting gesture.
Another idea is to offer all Masses one weekend, for the residents of Nursing Homes and the elderly and frail
who reside in their own home. This needs further discussion and planning, as we would like to reach out to
their families and have them involved in some way.
Please keep the aged and vulnerable in your prayers, and as a community let us continue to find ways in
which to keep them connected to the joy of life.

Care Homes in North Harbour Parish


Alexander in Brookvale

Mass and Anointing once a month



Allambie Heights Nursing Home

Mass and Anointing every 3 months



ESTIA, King St, Manly Vale

Mass and Anointing every 3 months



HARDI, Condamine St, Manly Vale

Mass and Anointing once a month



Venee Burgess Spastic Centre, Allambie

Mass at Easter & Christmas



BUPA, Seaforth

Mass and Anointing once a month
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St Cecilia’s Primary School, Balgowlah
During the past year St Cecilia’s celebrated their 90th Anniversary of educating
the children of Balgowlah.
Founded in 1929 by the Good Samaritan Sisters the school began with 84 students
in what is now our hall. Over the next 90 years it has grown and changed into
what we see today.
St Cecilia’s was led by Diocesan Priests until the year 2000, when the Order of St
Augustine accepted an invitation from Bishop David Walker to provide ministry
to the Parish. From that time the Augustinian Priests have worked collaboratively
with the school to provide Evangelisation and Catechises to the families of Balgowlah.
To celebrate our past, our present and our future the school worked
closely with the parish to launch our new School logo which retains
symbolism from the Good Samaritan order but includes
representation of the Augustinian Order, our pastoral leaders. We
retain the open book of scripture, symbolising learning and a search
for knowledge. The olive branch symbolising peace. We added the
flaming heart symbolising our love of God and our fellow brothers
and sisters. A true melding of two traditions taking us into the future.
Fran Taylor, Principal

St Kieran’s Primary School, Manly Vale
The year 2020 will be one that lives in our collective memory for the rest of our lives! For
the school community of St Kieran’s, it has been a testing time for our children, parents and
teachers. Kindergarten began the year wide-eyed and full of enthusiasm, only to be told that
they needed to stay home after five weeks of school! Just as we welcomed the new families
with a morning BBQ and bushfire fundraiser, the school moved to home-based learning
until the beginning of June. Year 6, our student leaders, with a year of activities to look
forward to, have had many of the great opportunities of leadership taken away from them,
including a three-day trip to Canberra, carnivals, debating and public speaking.
The challenge that lies ahead for our community is how can we connect with our families and the parish to
support each other and gather to pray and celebrate our faith? The St Kieran’s School
Advisory Council, which includes parents, teachers and Father Dave Austin, has
worked to listen to what our community needs, how we can support them during
these challenging times, and what we can plan for when someday soon (we hope) we
will be able to gather again as a school and parish community.
In the meantime, our focus is on maintaining a positive atmosphere for our students,
where they can continue to learn and do so without worrying about the bigger
concerns in the world.
Michael Gallagher, Principal
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Unfortunately, along with many other services in our community, the GIFT program
had to put everything on hold when Covid-19 changed life as we knew it.
The Stella Maris girls cooked Bolognaise in February and the St Kieran’s Year 5 group
did Minestrone in early March. The 8 cook-offs planned for the months from March to
July were unable to go ahead so our meal numbers are down but our teams still
managed to provide approximately 1300 meals for two to the Cromer Link Community
Food Care Program in the period July 2019 to March 2020.
Thank you to all our wonderful cooking teams including parents and teachers from both
Evelyn Paterson St Cecilia’s and St Kieran’s and girls and parents from Stella Maris for giving their
GIFT Co-ordinator time to assist our marginalised neighbours on the northern beaches.
We have reached out to the Link Community Food Care Program and we’re looking at
other ways we may be able to assist them until we can dust off the aprons and get
cooking again.
The Link Community Food Care Program is very appreciative of the blessings and
efforts of everyone involved in the GIFT Program and the ongoing support from North
Harbour Parish.
The GIFT Program provides a wonderful channel for the local schools and parish
community to be GIVING IN FAITH TOGETHER – hoping we will be back in action
before too long.
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ALPHA ANNUAL REPORT
Alpha started in our Parish in 2017 and has run 2 courses of 15 sessions each year since. Many people have
participated in our Alpha Program which has seen many revitalised in their faith and sense of community.
In the last twelve months we had 6 guests start in the Alpha Program supported by a team of twelve
volunteers. The Alpha team volunteers run the courses through hospitality and facilitating group discussions.
Each Alpha course has created new disciples to work within our Parish community. Unfortunately, due to
the pandemic of covid19 we had to halt our program. We did try to engage with our guests online and run
the program this way but found it difficult to enable people with the technology needed to implement. It was
also an added cost to the parish which we felt under the circumstances was not an essential item.
We did return to the Parish Centre when restriction were lifted, at a loss to some of our guests due to anxiety
brought about by the pandemic and work commitments of others. We carried on, practising social distancing
with 3 guests and 9 team members. Father Paul provided great pastoral care to us all as the topics where so
relevant to what is happening in our community.
Our Day Away is a special part of the Alpha Program. It is when the Holy Spirit is invited to join us and fill
us. This year we could not go away but we made our Parish Hall look cozy and a little more homely.
The Alpha team has witnessed firsthand the Holy Spirit’s work amongst us so we are excited at the
possibilities of what the Alpha program, as a tool, can provide to our Parish community in the future.
Although on paper numbers attending Alpha appear to be decreasing, we need to keep in mind current
parishioners have already attended the Program, the number of new members to our community or returning
to our community is on the increase. Support from the whole parish community of the Alpha program is key.
Alpha is the tool which can allow our Parish to grow and flourish with disciples.
The Alpha team work closely with Janette Davidson to support the Sacramental Program where we can and
introduce participants to Christ and our Parish Community.
We have put our Alpha Program on hold this term and we will restart fresh in 2021. Although the Team is
having a break we are working behind the scenes to find solutions to reaching out and captivating a crowd to
try Alpha at North Harbour Parish.
The morning tea sessions are a lot of fun and the Alpha Team also enjoyed the new format. The sessions are
short and sharp with lots of fun created in the 1 ½ hour session. It suits the targeted demographic, has less
impact on the Alpha Team, plus it is cheaper to run for the Parish. We are planning to continue with this
format but may see about running as am evening dessert session during the warmer months.
Stay tuned for more news from the Alpha Team. In the meantime, start a conversation with friends and
neighbours and family to Try Alpha and then we can welcome them to our launch in 2021. Also, continue
your conversation each day with Christ and include our Alpha Program in your prayers.
Lea Joris, Alpha Co-ordinator
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Alpha Day Away

At the Alpha Day Away we gather, share food, share
stories, worship and pray. We also invite our guests to
join us for a church mass.
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Friends of St Augustine
Inspired by the wealth of spiritual wisdom about the Christian life, parishes under the care of the
Augustinians have fostered the formation of a movement called Friends of St Augustine, whose
aim is to learn more about the spirituality of St Augustine.
Many of us wonder – How can I live my faith? How can I be an authentic Christian in today’s
world? Friends of St Augustine provide the opportunity for St Augustine to help guide us to an
answer whilst sharing friendship with others who share this goal.
One of the joys of being part of an Augustinian Parish is that our parishioners are frequently
nourished spiritually with a selection of thoughts drawn from the rich heritage left behind by St
Augustine of Hippo (354-430), one the Fathers of the Church. Along with St Paul, St Augustine’s works were quoted
more often in the documents of the 2nd Vatican Council than those of any other saint, bearing witness both to the
currency of his thoughts and the enduring legacy he bestowed upon the Church.
Friends look forward to:
Gatherings
Throughout the year groups gather providing an opportunity to learn, share and socialise. Our Formation Co-ordinator
researches and provides resources to guide each group.
AMICI
A newsletter and Facebook page bring members up to date with local activities and developments within the movement
as well as news from International Augustinian Laity.
Prayer Resource Guide
Amici includes a Prayer Resource by our Chaplain, Paul Maloney OSA providing nourishment for one’s prayer life

with ideas to reflect upon.
For more information please email Jacky Worthington gjworth@tpg.com.au.

“Two things are necessary in this world:
Life and Friendship
Both should be highly prized and we must not undervalue them.
Life and friendship are nature’s gift.”
St Augustine

Manly Catenians
The Catenians are a lay Catholic association with 10,000
members worldwide, almost 1000 in Australia with groups
in Cairns, Brisbane Sydney, Melbourne and Perth.
Manly Catenians have 34 members, many of whom are
members of North Harbour Parish.
The Catenians are an active social outreach group offering
a supporting community with an open invitation for
anybody to join us for our monthly dinners, our twice
weekly morning walks along Manly Beach or some mental
Paul Pearson exercise at our now fortnightly Zoom trivia nights as well
as other socially distanced small group gatherings through the year.
If you’re recently retired and perhaps looking to replace your working
community with a new like-minded group, come along to one of our activities, they’re open to
everybody.
Join us on a walk every Tuesday and Thursday morning at 7:45 am going from Queenscliff Surf
club to Shelley Beach and return. It’s a 5km round trip and takes about an hour.
We tend to solve all of the problems of the world in the chat as we enjoy the scenery.
Our trivia nights are now on Zoom every Tuesday fortnight, call Paul Pearson on 0410 311 376 to
join in.
Manly Catenians meet at Manly Golf Club for dinner and are entertained and informed by a guest speaker every third
Wednesday of the month, we are limited to 20 during these Covid times, but there is always a spare seat.
For more information please contact – Paul Pearson 0410 311 376
Catholic Community of North Harbour—Annual Report 2019-2020
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Sacramental Ministry Report
2019/2020 Children’s Sacramental Program
In August 2019, 187 children in Year 2 (and older) received the Sacrament of
Confirmation over 4 sessions from Fr Dave and our parish clergy as at that time our
new Bishop, Anthony Randazzo had not been appointed. For various reasons often
older siblings (who may have received the Sacraments of First Reconciliation and First
Communion in a parish outside our diocese) join the program to receive the
Sacrament of Confirmation only, therefore numbers participating are usually close to
200 one of the largest groups in the diocese.
In February, this year 176 children went on to participate in our First Reconciliation
Janette Davidson
Family and
program. The children completed their small family groups preparation sessions just
Sacramental
before the coronavirus restrictions and life as we had known it was turned upside down,
Minister
and the new ‘normal’ of social distancing and limits were imposed on how many were
allowed in our Churches.
The celebration of First Reconciliation had to be postponed until June and was celebrated in a different way;
in school time for children in our parish schools and after school for children attending state schools and
other schools.
During the weeks of isolation when children could not attend school, a weekly email was sent to engage
with all parents of children participating in the sacramental program with an array of resources and ideas to
support families and parent’s spiritual well-being during this difficult time
including links to the weekly bulletin and live streaming of our weekly Mass.
170 children continued in the program and participated in our First
Communion program which commenced in July. Due to continuing
restrictions on numbers of parents allowed to meet and directions from the
Diocese we had to be more creative in how we engaged with our parents for
the Parent Information Session. We filmed Fr Dave speaking to the parents
about First Communion and parents were able to watch at home via You
Tube, a first for the parish.
Our parent group facilitators continued in their role and the small family
preparation groups met face to face in family homes or the parish centre and/
or online via Zoom. Another first for the parish was to film the First
Communion Practice with Fr Paul and Janette for the children and their
parents to view at home.
The children celebrated their First Communion over 12 Masses in August and September, some during
parish Masses and others at special First Communion Masses held outside normal Mass times.
Due to restrictions on numbers each child could only have their immediate family who lived in the same
household attend their First Communion Mass. This was very disappointing and upsetting for extended
family members especially grandparents and godparents. A special celebration with grandparents and
extended families is planned for later in the year when the children can dress in the First Communion
outfits and enjoy a community day.
Whilst the coronavirus presented many challenges and
difficulties in our parish based, family centred, school
supported sacramental program it also presented
opportunities to look at the preparation and celebrations
differently. Our children, parents, school staff, catechists,
group facilitators and parish team accepted the need for
flexibility and creativity, under the circumstances. Thanks to
all and especially to Ed Coney for his assistance with the
filming.
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2020/2021 Children’s Sacramental Program
Dealing with the challenges of the coronavirus has also impacted
families who were scheduled to participate in the 2020/2021
Children’s Sacramental Program, the children who were to receive the
Sacrament of Confirmation in August 2020.
Bishop Anthony advised that there would be no celebration of
Confirmation in 2020 and as part of the review of Sacramental
preparation in the diocese, the following decisions have been taken:
The order of the Sacraments of Initiation remains unchanged:
Baptism – Confirmation – First Reconciliation – Eucharist
(First Communion).
From 2021 onwards, children will receive Confirmation in Year 3
(not Year 2 as is the current practice) and then the remaining
Sacraments in Year 4.
At this stage we have not been advised of any proposed dates in 2021 for the celebration of the Sacrament
of Confirmation.
Our Rite of Christian Initiation (RCIA) Program (for adults wishing to join the Catholic Church) was
also impacted by the coronavirus. Unfortunately, the Easter Vigil Mass (and all other Holy Week and
Easter ceremonies) were not open for public worship and therefore the 4 candidates were not able to be
received into the Church on Holy Saturday night as planned. Their preparation time was extended, and they
were received into the Church recently.
Baptism of Older Children Program for children 7 years and older
Six children were baptised in November 2019 and six children in March 2020.
Please contact me at
sacraments@northharbourcatholic.org.au or on
0408 866 521 if you would like more
information on any of the above programs.
Janette Davidson
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Catechist Report
What an interesting year for us all!
Just as our teaching year was kicking off and we
were only three weeks into classes, we were told that Special Religious Education
was temporarily on hold as the COVID situation unfolded. Although we knew it
was a definite possibility, it was still a big shock to all as this was definitely a first
in NSW. In addition to this, masses were suspended on the weekend that we were
to celebrate Catechist Sunday.
Ursula Halloway
The CCD Diocese team’s response to this was quite amazing. They created Power
Catechist
Point lessons for all children in our public schools of all grades so that they could
Co-ordinator
continue to have religion lessons from home if they chose to. Our six public
schools in our parish were very supportive and were happy to advertise these lessons in their newsletters
as well as some other websites for the children to look at. I would like to mention my appreciation for the
hours and hours of hard work that the CCD Diocese Team put in to keep the ministry alive during the
home schooling period.
It was then announced that we would resume teaching in Term 3. As many of our Catechists fit into the
vulnerable group defined by NSW Health, we gave our Catechists every opportunity to not return in Term
3 if they did not feel comfortable. Seven of our Catechists decided not to return for Term 3 and one will
not be returning permanently. The other six are intending to return in either Term 4 or 2021 or whenever
they feel comfortable and safe.
Despite this, our parish has teachers for every class and we have four new teachers who have started this
year, three in response to ads in the school newsletters post Covid lockdown. All are mothers with children
in our parish schools or public schools. Funnily, we are not usually allowed to advertise for Catechist
Teachers in public school newsletters but because of the unusual circumstances, schools allowed it as a
one off and the results from it have been great- the Holy Spirit works tirelessly for the Catechist Ministry.
Currently, we have 22 teachers with another six teachers returning when they are ready as well as 4
assistants although, only one teacher is allowed in the classroom at the moment. We have 39 Special
Religious Education (SRE) classes in 6 public primary schools in our parish area which include Manly
Vale Public School, Brookvale Public School, Allambie Heights Public School, Balgowlah Heights Public
School, Seaforth Public School and Balgowlah North Public School. Teaching days are Tuesdays,
Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays with both morning and afternoon classes. Approximately 850
children attend Catholic SRE classes.
At the end of October, we will have our Catechist Recruitment Drive. We will have speakers at masses
(including Catechists and students), videos played at masses, ads in School Newsletters and Facebook
Pages for classes of St Kieran’s and St Cecilia’s as well as our Parish Bulletin to name a few.
Catechism typically takes up about one hour per week, including travel time, and presentation of a 30
minute lesson. The teacher’s manuals are very easy to follow and are an approved part of the NSW
Curriculum. Further to this, the Department of Education has written a “Student Wellbeing Policy” in
which it states that all students are entitled to explore their spiritual beliefs in a safe, welcoming and
accepting environment.
Training courses (online only this year) are free and are provided by the CCD of Broken Bay to ensure
that our Catechists are supported at a Diocese level. Our Catechists meet at the beginning of each term to
receive information from the Diocese and to report on their experiences and share ideas. Safeguarding is
always of paramount importance.
If you feel that Catechism is something you may be interested in doing or would simply like more
information, please feel free to contact Ursula on catechist@northharbourcatholic.com or 0423 595 204.
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This year, we have five
Catechists who will be receiving
long-service awards:
Pat Cooper
45 years
Lesley Poole
45 years
Jeanette Scognamiglio20 years Papal Blessing.
Rebecca Rutherford5 years.
Adriana Bowyer- 5 years.
An amazing achievement by
these wonderful Catechists who
have put in so much time and
dedication over the years for the
benefit of so many of our
children of the parish!

Ursula Halloway
CCD Coordinator
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Parish Piety Shop
SELLING RELIGIOUS GIFTS & CARDS FOR SACRAMENTAL CELEBRATIONS
The Piety Shop has been a little quieter this year, of course due to the Covid saga.
Unfortunately, the planned celebration of Confirmation in August was cancelled, which meant we lost a
possible 100 sales!!
However, we have continued to sell items for Holy Communion over the past month and gifts for
Baptism and various occasions throughout the year.
The shop is stocked with a diverse range of quality gifts, and we continue to course and order in special
requests from parishioners. Customers often comment on how easy it is now to buy something religious
locally, rather than having to trek into the city.
The shop is located in the foyer of the parish centre; is conveniently open during Parish Office hours;
there is ample parking with easy direct access and the parish secretary is always there to assist customers.
To make Piety Shop transactions easier and faster, we have installed an electronic EFTPOS machine.
So next time you need a gift, a house warming present, birthday, anniversary, Christmas etc., maybe you
could find something special at your local Parish Piety Shop!!
Jane Filacuridi
Piety Shop Co-ordinator
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Manly Vale St Vincent De Paul
The year will be remembered by the economic and the health impact of the
COVID-19 pandemic from February/March 2020. Commonwealth and State
Governments quickly enacted programs to support businesses and people
affected. The Society restricted face to face visitation with telephone calla
and letterbox drops. We mainly helped those who had fallen through the
cracks i.e. those on temporary visas or not qualified under various programs.
Reliance on the Society fell as reflected by reduced visits and expenditure but
we expect strong demand for services towards the end of the year.
John McCarney
The SVDP derives most of its income from retail sales. Shop closures meant that staff salaries
President

were cut and some expenditure curtailed. One such program was the supply of nappies and baby
supplies to single and needy mothers. An appeal to St. Kieran’s produced an avalanche of nappies etc. followed
closely with a similar outpouring from St. Cecilia’s. What an amazing level of support from the families and staff
of both schools!
The Society has distributed energy vouchers under the Energy Accounts Payment Assistance scheme (EAPAS)
since its inception, at no cost to the government. Facing ever increasing stringent administrative conditions, the
SVDP declined to continue and exited the scheme for 12 months towards the end of the year. The main provider for
this area will be Service NSW, Brookvale. This will be a sad loss for our clientele.
The Winter Appeal, in the middle of Covid-19 and masses just resumed, raised the highest total in recent years
$10,600. This was an incredible support from Parishioners. The Hamper Appeal resulted in 120 hampers
distributed by enthusiastic P & F volunteers
Once again, our year was marked by the wonderful support from the Augustinians, Parishioners, the families and
staff of St. Kieran’s School, the Sacramental Program participants and St Cecilia’s.
Lastly, these services have been provided by an enthusiastic group of knowledgeable volunteers, who attend
meetings every second Tuesday (via ZOOM in latter times), assist clients, support each other, make up Christmas
Hampers and have a lot of fun!
Year

Income

Expenditure

Visits

Clients

Members

2019/20

$27,271

$19,996

332

118

10

2018/19

$22,756

$21,211

394

139

14

Analysis of Clients 2019/20
Income Source
%

Accommodation

%

Help Sought

%

Disability Pension

28

Rental

45

Food

41

Aged Pension

15

Social Housing

35

Energy

18

Newstart

31

Homeless

14

Clothing, beds etc

9

Government and donated Assistance
Assistance (cash)
$
Energy Vouchers

Assessed (donated)

$

$11,950

Food Parcels

$1,060

Phone

$310

Clothing etc.

$3,420

Accommodation

$600

Hampers

$7,200

John McCarney
President Manly Vale Conference
10th September 2020
Catholic Community of North Harbour—Annual Report 2019-2020

25

Co Chairs
Tim Wunder and Anne Halloway
Secretary
Paul Goldsworthy
Ex-Officio
Fr Dave Austin (Parish Priest)
Fr John Sullivan OSA (Assistant Priest)
Fr Paul Maloney OSA (Assistant Priest)
Fran Taylor (SC Principal)
Michael Gallagher (SK Principal)
Janette Davidson, Sacramental Coordinator

Members
Leonie Cornell
John Kolangara
Catherine O’Donnell
Geraldine Clarke
Judith D’Elmaine
Marcelo Da Silva
Evelyn Paterson

We would like to thank the Parish Pastoral Council
for their contribution to the parish
during the last 12 months.

Fr Dave Austin OSA
Parish Priest

Marianne Deveza
Music Ministry
Coordinator

Fr Paul Maloney
OSA
Assistant Priest

Janette Davidson
Sacramental
Co-ordinator

Fr John Sullivan
OSA
Assistant Priest

Jacky Worthington
Parish Manager

Anne Ross
Parish Secretary

Ursula Halloway
Catechist
Co-ordinator

Jane Filacuridi
Parish Secretary
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Augustinian Formation Association (AFA)
Adriana Bowyer
9949 4455
Baptism Preparation Team
c/o Parish Office
9949 4455
Catechists
Ursula Halloway
9949 4455
Catenians
Paul Pearson
0410 311 376
Children’s Liturgy
SK Bryanne Crabb
9949 4455
SC Bryanne Crabb
9949 4455
Finance Committee
Paul Winter
9949 4455
Friends of Saint Augustine
Jacky Worthington
0403 834 043
GIFT Co-ordinator
Evelyn Patterson
info@gift.org.au
Hospitality Co-ordinator
SK Ursula Halloway
9949 4455
SC Gabrielle McKinnon
9949 4455
Liturgical Ministry
● Church Environment
SK Parish Office
9949 4455
SC Pat Cooper
9948 3179
● Communion Ministry to the Sick
Parish Office
9949 4455
● Junior & Senior Servers
c/o Parish Office
9949 4455
● Music Ministry Coordinator
Marianne Deveza
9949 4455
● Readers Coordinator
Parish Office
9949 4455
● St Cecilia Rosters Coordinator
Orla Cowan
9949 4455

CATHOLIC COMMUNITY OF NORTH HARBOUR
PERSONNEL
Office (Mon – Fri: 9am – 4pm) 9949 4455
Clergy:
Fr David Austin OSA
Parish Administrator
Fr Paul Maloney OSA
Assistant Priest and Prior
Fr John Sullivan OSA
Assistant Priest
Fr Senan Ward OSA
Chaplain – St Augustine’s College
Fr Abel van der Veer OSA Retired
Fr Peter Jones OSA
Provincial—In Residence
Pastoral Ministers
Janette Davidson

Parish Meditation Group
Eulalie O’Keefe

9949 4455

Parish Pastoral Council
Co-Chairs2018/2019

Tim Wunder & Anne Halloway

Sacraments

Baptism Preparation
c/o Parish Office
9949 4455

RCIA c/o Parish Office
9949 4455

Sacramental Program
Janette Davidson
9949 4455
sacraments@northharbourcatholic.org.au
St Vincent de Paul

For people in need
9905 0424
Membership Enquiries:
Balgowlah
Pat Cooper
9948 3179
Manly Vale
John McCarney 9905 2351

Parish Prayer
God of love, God of life,
as the Catholic Community of North Harbour,
we praise you for your goodness in all creation.
May we follow the Word, and be true disciples,
building your Kingdom of peace and justice.
Grace us with your Spirit of love to create a caring
community of welcome, generosity and joy.
Amen.

Mass times
Saturday vigil
Sunday

St Cecilia
9.00am

Weekday Mass

St Kieran

Ursula Halloway
Rosemary McKinnon
Marianne Deveza

Sacramental Co-ordinator 0408 866 521
Catechist Co-ordinator 9949 4455
Counsellor 0400 495 076
Music Ministry Coord 0404865241

Administration:
Jacky Worthington
Anne Ross
Jane Filacuridi

9949 4455
Parish Manager
Parish Secretary
Parish Secretary

Reconciliation

St Kieran

We acknowledge the Gayamagal and Canalgal people,
the traditional custodians of this land and pay our
respects to the elders past and present, including
those who may be with us today.

St Kieran
5.30pm
7.30am
9.30am
6.00pm

8.30am Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri,
Sat
St Cecilia
9.00am Wednesday
St Augustine’s Chapel- 8.15am Wednesday
5 – 5.30pm Saturday (or by
appointment)

Baptisms

Bookings essential and Preparation course required.
St Cecilia
10.30am Sun or 9.00am Mass on
1st Sundays of the month
St Kieran
11.30am Sun or 9.30am Mass on
1st Sundays of the month

marriages

Require 6 months notice and includes Catholic Care
course as part of the preparation.
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